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Changes to the PITO Board 

 

PITO held its annual general meeting recently.  It is with regret that the PITO board    

accepted the resignation of Maree Jensen, Chair of the PITO board .  Maree  has been 

on the board since 2003 representing community pharmacy as a Pharmacy Guild      

representative.  She has brought a wealth of knowledge to the running of the board,  

being both a pharmacy owner and a lecturer at the University of Auckland.  

 

Maree will be greatly missed and we wish her well for her future. 

 

Anthea Gregan, representative for the Pharmaceutical Society and one of the longer 

serving members of the board has been appointed to the role of chairperson. 

 

Other members of the board include Annabel Young, Pharmacy Guild representative; 

Sanjoy Nand, Pharmaceutical Society representative; Owain George, Pharmacy Council 

representative; Nic Ellinger,  Hospital Pharmacy Technician representative; and Shelley 

Bonkovitch, Community Pharmacy Technician representative. 

Managing training and completion times 

 

A very important aspect of being involved in any training is ensuring you manage your 

time effectively so that you complete all requirements in the necessary time frames. 

 

These days, we are all subject to a whole range of other activities outside of work which 

impact on the time we have available. This includes time spent with families, sporting 

and leisure activities, social networking and a raft of other activities. 

 

There are two  specific aspects to training  which further compound this. The due dates 

for your individual assessments and the overall time to complete your qualification. The 

training providers are required to set these times not only to manage their own      

processes but also to satisfy requirements from the government bodies that provide 

subsidies for much of the training. If trainees are taking longer than expected to      

complete their studies then this can have an impact on the training provider both        

financially and in their ability to support the trainee with further enrolments. 

 

It is really important that as you work through your study that you keep in touch with 

your provider or tutor if there are issues preventing you from keeping to the               

recommended times. They are there to provide assistance but can also give advice and 

guidance about how best to approach things when difficulty arises.  Keeping on track 

with individual assessments will help in achieving your qualification in the best time 

possible which is the outcome all providers are after. 
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Congratulations to Belinda Robinson, Deirdre Barr, Jenny Verhoeven, Sue      

Nebesky, Saroj Prakash, Karen Wilson and Saurabh Patel (our first trainee to 

complete version 7 of the qualification) who have achieved the National       

Certificate (Technician) level 5 qualification since our last newsletter. 

 

If you would like further information on achieving the National Certificate through an 

assessment only programme, please contact Tina at PITO for more information. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

INVITE TO PHARMACY TECHNICIANS FOR THE PSNZ SYMPOSIA 2010  

The Society extends an invitation to pharmacy technicians to register 

for its Regional Symposia Series.  

 We will be in Auckland on Sunday 13th June at the Waipuna Hotel, 

58 Waipuna Ave, Mt Wellington and Christchurch on Sunday 27th June at the 

Latimer Hotel, 30 Latimer Square.  

 The day has a continuous professional development focus and features expert 

opinion from a wide range of pharmacy-related disciplines, and provides      

knowledge, information and skills to advance  day-to-day practice.    

 Come and have a great day out; receive professional and clinical updates; enjoy 

lunch with your  colleagues   

 You will also learn more about the activities of the Society as it advances the     

professional interests of the pharmacy workforce.  

 The Society is committed to maintaining the strength of the profession, which is 

enhanced by your participation in this collegial activity, where you can share ideas 

and show your support for a dynamic and learned profession.   

We are taking registrations now so if you want a registration form please download a 

copy of the Registration Brochure from the Pharmaceutical Society website 

www.psnz.org.nz or phone Fran Horsley, 04 3818350 to complete a registration by 

phone.  Alternatively you can email Fran on F.horsley@psnz.org.nz. Society members’ 

Symposia registration fee is $95 for the day and non members are most welcome but 

the fee to attend is $235. 

If you are not already a member of the Society and wish to become one please 

download an application for membership from the website for the Pharmaceutical     

Society.  Technicians’ annual fee to join the  Society is $85 per year.  

NZHPA Conference 2010 

The next NZHPA Conference is to be held 3 - 5 September 2010 at the University of 

Waikato in Hamilton 


