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Pharmacy House 
124 Dixon Street 
PO Box 11 640 
WELLINGTON 
 

Phone: (04) 802 0030 
Fax: (04) 385 8668 
Email: info@pito.org.nz 
Website: www.pito.org.nz 

 

Pharmacy Industry Training Organisation Incorporate d 
(the “Organisation”) 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Notice is hereby given that an Annual General Meeting of the Members of the Organisation will be held in 
the Boardroom at Pharmacy House, 124 Dixon Street, Wellington on 12 April 2007 at 12 Noon. 

Business 

The business of the meeting will be: 

1. Financial Accounts   

The presentation of the complete audited financial reports of the Organisation.  Each Member will 
be  provided with a copy of the income and expenditure of the Organisation for the year and the  
balance sheet for the year. 

2. Appointment of Auditor   

The Organisation shall appoint an Auditor for the upcoming financial year. 

3. Activities of the Organisation   

The Board will present a full report on the activities of the Organisation and business conducted  

throughout the past year. 
 

By order of the Board of Members 

Maree Jensen 

Chairperson 

Dated  23rd February 2007   

If you wish to attend, please contact Tina Meyer by no later than Friday 5th April 2007 on 04 802 0030 or 
tina@pito.org.nz  

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2007.  We hope everyone had a great Christmas and got to spend 
some relaxing time with their families.  The year ahead is shaping up to be another busy year for PITO.  
As always our priority will be meeting the training needs of pharmacy assistants and technicians.  We still 
have a few places available for pharmacy assistants who have been working in pharmacy for more than 
two years who wish to seek formal recognition of their skills by being awarded the National Certificate in 
Pharmacy (Assistant) qualification and for pharmacy technicians who wish to upgrade to the National  
Certificate (Technician)  qualification.  For more information about these programmes please contact Tina 
at PITO. 
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After five years of consultation and discussions, the 
pharmacy technician and pharmacy assistants      
National Certificates have reached the end of the 
review/revision process and will shortly be registered 
with NZQA. 
 
We are grateful to all of you for your input and    
comments over this time and, now that we are in   
imminent danger of the new revised and up-to-date 
certificates becoming available, I thought it would be 
helpful to let you know exactly what this will mean for 
you. 
 
If you have already got the National Certificate in 
Pharmacy (Technician) or (Assistant) ,  then there 
is NOTHING more that you will be required  to do.  
You have the qualification on your NZQA Record of     
Learning and that will not alter. 
 
If you are currently working towards either of the 
above National Certificates  you can either continue 
with the current version, or  you will be able to switch 
to the new version when it becomes available and 
have any units that you have already completed 
transferred over. 
 
Revised National Certificates 
The revised National Certificates have a new format.  
For the first time (as well as a number of compulsory 
modules that you have to do), there will be some 
new modules from which you can choose the ones 
most relevant to the kind of work you do in your   
pharmacy.  These new modules include: 
 
Technicians: 
· Pharmaceutical dose forms 
· Pathogens, infections and anti-infective therapy 
· Malignant disease and chemotherapy 
· Drug dosing, action, adverse effects and drug      

misuse and dependence 
· Ward medicine management 
· Patient medicine discharge 
· Parenteral nutrition 

 
All these topics can be completed in the revised     
technician qualification, but not all are compulsory.  
They will be made available as separate modules for 
those who already hold the National Certificate in  
Pharmacy (Technician) who wish  to complete them 
and have the credits added to their NZQA Record of   
Learning. 
 
Assistants: 
· Any of the above modules  
· Retail focused modules 
· Management 
· Finance 
· Training 
· Physiology and anatomy 
 
Again, some of these topics are included in the     
revised assistant qualification, but not all are       
compulsory.  They will also be available as separate 
modules to anyone who wishes to complete them. 
 
In a Nutshell  – what the review means to you is that 
whether you are already qualified or working your 
way through your qualification, there will be a choice 
of new modules for you to complete so that you can 
tailor your current learning to your particular       
pharmacy and/or continue to learn after you have 
gained your National Certificate. 
 
Development  
There is still a lot of work to be done on the           
development of new training and assessment       
materials for all of the above, both by ourselves and 
all the training providers.  This means that in reality, 
the new modules will not be available until towards 
the end of this year through PITO and between next 
year and 2009 through the Open Polytechnic,      
Academy Group, AUT, Bay of Plenty Polytechnic and 
UCOL. 
 
If you would like any more information or have any 
questions at all, please contact us on 
info@pito.org.nz  or  04 802 0030 

TECHNICIANS AND ASSISTANTS QUALIFICATIONS UPDATE 

STRAIT AHEAD – NZHPA CONFERENCE – 28-30 September 2 007, Wellington  
 

With an integrated programme for both pharmacists and technicians across all sectors, this  
promises to be one of the main Pharmacy Events for 2007 so put the details in your diary now. 

 

For more details visit the website  www.confer.co.nz/nzhpa2007/.  Registration opens June 2007 
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TRAINEE ID CARD 

There are heaps of benefits in being an industry trainee and learning on the job, one of the 
main ones being that you’re earning money as you work towards a valuable qualification. 

Well, there’s now another advantage to consider. 

The Industry Training Federation and Eyede Ltd have worked together to develop a photo                    
identification for industry trainees and they’ve called it the Realskills Trainee ID Card: 

 

 

     There are loads of good reasons to get yourself a Realskills Card: 

 

 

· Cool discounts – card holders can currently get “real Skills discounts’ at Resene, Pizza 
Hut, KFC, Real Groovy, ANZ Bank, AMP Insurance, Tui Ambercard, Activa card and Video 
Ezy.  More discounts are on their way. 

· Have your NZQA and PITO Enrolment number handy for things like provider and first aid 
courses, queries to PITO, etc. 

· An easy way to identify yourself. 

The card costs just $10 and you can apply online at www.realskills.org.nz or by returning the     
postcard that you may have received recently through the mail. 

You’ll need a passport sized photo and your NZQA number to apply for the card. 

There is still a lot of work to be done on the           

Successful and unsuccessful people do not vary greatly in their abilities. They vary in their desires to 
reach their potential. 
     - John Maxwell 

 
PILOT PROJECT 

 
                   We are looking for 20 technicians to participate in a pilot project to                      
                      complete one of  the newly developed pharmacy technician training  
                          modules.            
                         
                               This pilot will run between May and August this year. 

 
          Participants will be provided with reading materials, participate   
             in an Audio Conference or alternative training session, and   
            then  complete an assessment. 

        
                                    There will be a maximum charge of no more than $75 to PITO                
                                members. 
 
                          PITO will collect feedback and will then present both the module and  
                     the feedback at the Strait Ahead Conference to be held in Wellington at  
                   the end of  September. 
 
               If you are interested in being part of this pilot project, please contact  
         Jane on 04 802 0031  or email jane@pito.org.nz 
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WORDSEARCH COMPETITION WINNER - NEWSLETTER ISSUE 4,  2006 

We had a good response to our competition in our last Newsletter.  Congratulations to Kara Ballantyne from 
Christchurch who won this competition.  The correct answer was We wish everyone a safe and happy   
Christmas. 

Congratulations to the following people who have achieved a national certificate for this quarter: 

PSNZ Dispensary Assistant  Upgrade and     
PSNZ Pharmacy Technician Upgrade 

Recognition  of  Prior  Learning   -   Overseas 
Qualified 

Michele Houston (Christchurch) 

 

Corinne Wilson (Hamilton) 

Jeanette Jenkins (Auckland) 

Carol Kinnerley (Wanganui) 

Each year the Mayors of several regions around the 
country hold a graduation ceremony to celebrate the   
achievement of those people within their region who 
have completed a tertiary qualification.  If you have        
completed your qualification through PITO you are   
eligible to attend the ceremony in your region.  The   
ceremony which you are eligible to attend is           
dependent on which month of the year you complete 
your qualification; therefore you may not be able to 
attend until the year following the completion of your         

qualification.  We will contact you initially to see if 
you are interested in attending the ceremony in your     
region.  If you do wish to attend we will then pass on 
your details to the regional organisers and they will 
send you a formal invitation.  The graduates we have 
had attend these ceremonies in the past have        
reported to us that they had a great evening and they 
appreciated the extra recognition they received for 
their hard work.   

�������

Pharmacy Technicians who hold the              
Pharmaceutical  Society’s Dispensary Assistants 
or Pharmacy Technicians Certificate  

PITO offer an upgrade to the National Certificate in 
Pharmacy (Technician) for those technicians with 
either of the above certificates. Technicians are 
granted exemptions from the National Certificate in 
recognition of their current qualification. The         
remainder of the National Certificate is completed 
over one to two years by assessment.  

Pharmacy Assistants  

PITO offer a recognition programme for pharmacy   
assistants who have been working in pharmacy for a 
minimum of two years who would like to have their 
skills recognised by a nationally recognised        
qualification (the National Certificate in Pharmacy 
(Assistant).   Candidates complete the programme 
by assessment over eighteen months.  

 

Overseas trained staff working as Pharmacy 
Technicians  

We have completed assessments for several      
overseas pharmacy qualifications and are now     
running recognition of prior learning programmes for 
technicians who have qualified overseas.  Overseas 
trained staff with a qualification that is accepted for 
recognition will be granted exemptions to the        
National Certificate for any unit standards which are 
comparable with their current qualification. They then 
complete the remainder of the qualification by       
assessment.  Those technicians who are working 
with an overseas qualification who are not working 
towards the National Certificate in Pharmacy level 5 - 
either through the PITO recognition of prior learning 
programme or the correspondence course with the 
Open Polytechnic of New Zealand - should contact 
us immediately to rectify this situation as the      
medicines regulations do not allow you to practice as 
a pharmacy technician without a New Zealand   
qualification. 

Programmes available through PITO  

For further information about any of these programm es please contact Tina on (04) 802 0030 or 
tina@pito.org.nz��

We wish to especially congratulate Anne Davis from Papamoa in the Bay of Plenty for becoming the 
first pharmacy assistant to complete the National Certificate level 3 through the PITO Recognition of 
Current Competencies Programme.  Anne worked very hard to achieve her qualification.  Well done 
Anne. 

Graduation Ceremonies 


